
I

C ALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

DIRECCION GENERAL DE ECOLOGIA DEL ESTADO DE BAJA CALIFORNIA

California - Baja California
Border Environmental
Infrastructure
Needs
Assessment
APRIL 1 998



II

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Pete Wilson, Governor

CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

Peter M. Rooney, Secretary

PREPARED AND EDITED BY

Ricardo Martinez, Environmental Liaison
California-Mexico Relations
California Border Environmental Cooperation Committee

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS

Paulino Luna, Waste Management Engineer
Integrated Waste Management Board

Ruben Sepulveda, Sub-Director de Normatividad
Dirección General de Ecologia
Del Estado De Baja California

RESEARCHER

Jesse D. Moreno, Clean Water Programs
State Water Resources Control Board

PHOTOGRAPHY

Jesse D. Moreno
Paulino Luna
Ricardo Martinez
Luis Manuel Venegas
Maria de la Paz Carpio-Obeso
California Department of Water Resources

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE

Andy Marino, Waste Management Specialist
Integrated Waste Management Board

GRAPHIC DESIGN

Maria Bozionelos, Division of Water Rights
State Water Resources Control Board

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Ricardo Martinez, California Border Environmental Cooperation Committee
2014 T Street, Suite 130
Sacramento, CA 95814
Phone: (916) 227-4328
Email: martiner@cwp.swrcb.ca.gov

Paulino Luna, Integrated Waste Management Board
8800 Cal Center Drive
Sacramento, California  95826
Phone: (916) 255-3882
Fax: (916) 255-4071
E-mail: pluna@ciwmb.ca.gov

THIS REPORT HAS BEEN PRINTED WITH SOY INK ON RECYCLED PAPER. 1998



III

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

This report is made possible through the coordination, participation  and concerted efforts of many
international agencies, public and private organizations and individuals.  We would like to thank all the
local, state and federal agencies and project proponents that participated in the preparation of this report.
In particular, Mr. Victor Miramontes and Mr. Jack Lehman, of the North American Development
Bank, Mr. Javier Cabrera and Mr. Pete Silva, of the Border Environment Cooperation Commission,
Mr. Doug Eberhardt, of the United States Environmental Protection Agency,  Ms. Janice Waddell and
Mr. Jeff Hays, of the United States Department of Agriculture and Mr. George Cole, U.S. Agency for
International Development.

A special thanks to Mr. Walt Pettit, Executive Director and Mr. Dale Claypoole, Deputy Director, State
Water Resources Control Board  for their generosity and support on Border activities. This report and
California Border Environmental Cooperation Committee (Cal/BECC) activities are made possible
through the generous support of Mr. Harry M. Schueller, Chief, Division of Clean Water Programs,
State Water Resources Control Board and the support and guidance of Mr. James Giannopoulos of the
same division.

A thank you to Mr. Ralph Chandler, Executive Director, California Integrated Waste Management Board,
for his support and generosity in loaning equipment and staff time for this report.

A special recognition and thanks to Mr. Bart Christensen, Border Coordinator, State Water Resources
Control Board, Mr. Paulino Luna, Waste Management Engineer, California Integrated Waste
Management Board, and Mr. Ricardo Martinez, Environmental Liaison, California-Mexico Relations,
for their interest, time and dedication in working on California-Baja California Border issues. And to
Maria Bozionelos for her dedication on the design of this report.

A very special thanks to Mr. James M. Stubchaer, Vice Chair, State Water Resources Control Board, for
his efforts in providing the leadership, interest and commitment to resolve environmental challenges
along the California-Baja California Border.

Many thanks to Mr. Adolfo González Calvillo, Director, and Mr. Ruben Sepúlveda Marquez, Deputy
Director, Dirección General De Ecología (Department of Ecology), State of Baja California, for their
support and  participation in this report and for their continuos cooperation in working with the State
of California to resolve environmental problems of mutual interest along our shared border.

Peter M. Rooney
Secretary for Environmental Protection



IV

Mr. Peter M. Rooney
CHAIR

M.C. Adolfo González Calvillo
MEMBER

Ms. Joan Milke Flores
MEMBER

Ing. Fernando Aceves Salmon
MEMBER

Mr. Lee Grissom
MEMBER

Lic. Jorge Gallego Salas
MEMBER

Lic. Ramon Salido Almada
MEMBER

Dear Interested Party:

It is a fact that society’s interests with regards to environmental matters have surpassed political and
institutional boundaries and that such interests have opened new channels of interaction between social
groups and sectors as well as governments.

It is within this context that the Governments of California, Baja California and Baja California Sur
formed the California Border Environmental Cooperation Committee (Cal/BECC), which has worked
collectively in recent years to establish coordinated actions which aim at the implementation of strategic
programs directed towards protection of public health and the environment in a shared region.

These actions have also allowed the establishment of a greater degree of coordination through information
exchange with the rest of the US-Mexico Border Governments.

This Environmental Infrastructure Needs Assessment Report states in a very simple and concise way, the
need to strengthen environmental infrastructure in the border region with technologies that provide for
the conservation and rational use of the Californias’ natural resources.

The environmental infrastructure projects mentioned within are focused on the delivery, distribution
and treatment of water and integrated waste management.

To that end, the support that comes from the different societal sectors to bring these projects to fruition,
in concert with State and local environmental policy, will surely improve the quality of life and the
environment in our region.

We would like to thank all of the organizations, groups and individuals that participated in this report
and ask for their continued support and interest in pursuing the welfare of our shared border.

Sincerely,

Peter M. Rooney M.C. Adolfo González Calvillo
Secretary Director General
California Environmental Protection Agency Dirección General De Ecología

del Estado de Baja California

California Border Environmental Cooperation Committee

Comísion de Cooperacíon Ecológica Fronteriza de las Californias
GOBIERNO DEL ESTADO
LIBRE Y SOBERANO DE

 BAJA CALIFORNIA
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Estimado Lector:

Es un hecho que los intereses de las sociedades modernas en torno a los aspectos ambientales han rebasado
fronteras políticas e institucionales, y que se han extendido de forma tal que se han abierto nuevos espacios
de interacción entre grupos, sectores y gobiernos.

Dentro de este marco de referencia, los Gobiernos de California, Baja California y Baja California Sur, a
través de sus representantes de desarrollo económico, obra publica y medio ambiente formaron la Comisión
de Cooperación Ecológica Fronteriza de las Californias, con el objeto de promover la realización de
proyectos de infraestructura ambientales en la región.

Bajo este contexto se a trabajado en los últimos años fortaleciendo las acciones de coordinación a través de
la promoción, recomendación e implementación de programas ambientales estratégicos a lo largo de la
frontera, encaminados a la protección del medio ambiente y la salud publica de una región compartida.

Estas acciones han permitido establecer a su vez una mayor coordinación mediante el intercambio de
información, con el resto de los Gobiernos Fronterizos de México y Estados Unidos.

El presente reporte manifiesta de manera sencilla y clara, la necesidad de fortalecer la infraestructura
ambiental en la región Fronteriza, así como la aplicación de nuevas tecnologías que permitan la conservación
y aprovechamiento sustentable de los recursos naturales de las Californias.

Las necesidades de infraestructura ambiental abordadas en este reporte, están enfocadas a los aspectos
relacionados con el abastecimiento, distribución y tratamiento de agua y el manejo integral de residuos
sólidos.

En este sentido el apoyo que se logre a través de los distintos sectores de la sociedad para la realización de
los proyectos contenidos en este documento aunados a la política ambiental de los Estados y las ciudades
Californianas, seguramente mejoraran la calidad de vida y el medio ambiente de nuestra región.

Deseamos expresar nuestro mas sincero agradecimiento a todas las organizaciones, grupos y personas que
han participado con sus proyectos, y exhortarlos a seguir manifestando su interés por el bienestar de
nuestra frontera común.

ATENTAMENTE.

M.C. Adolfo González Calvillo Peter M. Rooney
Director General Secretary
Dirección General De Ecología California Environmental Protection Agency
del Estado de Baja California

GOBIERNO DEL ESTADO
LIBRE Y SOBERANO DE

 BAJA CALIFORNIA




